                            LONG BEFORE                  

                                  (Gregory Dean Crouch)

   Long before 1969, when the moon was in our reach,

   Long before 1964, when Martin made his speech,

   Long before World War II ended in 1945,

   It was just that old my friend, and it was still alive.

   Long before the 1900's, before both cars and planes,

   Long before they crossed our country in wagons and on trains,

   Long before Thomas Edison and Alexander Bell

   Invented the lightbulb and the telephone, it was doing well.

   And it's still standing tall and straight above this mighty land,

   So I hope that you'll appreciate, and I trust you'll understand.

   Long before Lincoln freed the slaves in 1863,

   Long before 1776, when our nation declared us free.

   Long before Christopher Columbus crossed the ocean blue,

   It was standing tall my friend in 1492.

   Long before the Crusades started in the eleventh century,

   Long before Jesus Christ was nailed on the cross at Calvary.

   Long before He was born, it was planted here.

   For 2,000 years it's been alive and growing every year.

   And it's still standing tall and straight above this mighty land,

   So I hope that you'll appreciate, and I trust you'll understand

   That we still live in The United States where life is really grand!

   And I hope that you'll appreciate, and I trust you'll understand.

   That if we still want to remain great, then united we all must stand.

   And this redwood is a symbol of all that's great, so we've got to let it stand!

   Yes this tree is a symbol of all that's great, so we've got to let it stand!

